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Report on SDG14: Life Below Water
Thaksin University, Thailand

Thaksin University is only one university in Phatthalung Province. It is an advantage for us to
completely assist the community to develop all aspects that the people have been facing with.
However, knowledge and skills are still significant; the researcher lecturers in the university have still
been playing a crucial role in researching and studying about the issues in the area. Moreover, as a
higher education institution, it cannot be forgotten that we are the ones who educate the students. All

activities generated should add more roles of students in it.
Collaboration between Thaksin University and Local Enterprises and Institutions on Fish Farming

Black Pomfret (Ompok bimaculatus) Farming: Thaksin University and Laem Tanod Community

Thaksin University promotes black pomfret farming and has developed methods for black
pomfret cultivation that can help reduce reliance on wild fish capture, thus preventing the decline of
fish populations and maintaining aquatic ecosystem balance. Black pomfret farming has the potential
to support conservation and sustainable use of water resources.

Thaksin University has disseminated information on black pomfret farming to the community.
For example, the Faculty of Science and Digital Innovation organized an exhibition showcasing
research results to the community at the '50"™ Anniversary of Laem Tanod Subdistrict' event, hosted
by the Laem Tanod Subdistrict Municipality, Khuan Khanun District, Phatthalung Province, on April
4, 2023. The event featured an exhibition of research for the community, a seminar on the direction
of black pomfret farming, and knowledge-sharing sessions to provide guidelines for advancing black

pomfret farming development, maximizing benefits for farmers and entrepreneurs.
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Bighead (Arius maculatus) Catfish: Thaksin University and Chong Thanon Community

The selection of Thaksin University's target area for establishing a community research
center in Chong Thanon Subdistrict: Sustainable Management of Bighead Catfish Resources in
Chong Thanon Subdistrict, Khao Chaison District, Phatthalung Province, reflects a commitment to
promoting economic growth alongside the sustainable conservation of natural resources.

The project also focuses on adding value to bighead catfish through the development of
processing techniques, such as reducing the fishy smell and rancidity, to create diverse and
appealing products that meet consumer demand and increase household income within the
community. Additionally, it aims to develop modern marketing approaches, reducing reliance on
middlemen, thereby promoting economic sustainability. Raising community awareness for the
conservation of local aquatic resources helps fishermen recognize the importance of the ecosystem
and fishing practices that do not negatively impact the environment. At the same time, developing
community innovators to pass on knowledge about bighead catfish will support sustainable
conservation and resource management.

For operations under the Chong Thanon Subdistrict Community Research Center:
Sustainable Bighead Catfish Resource Management in Chong Thanon Subdistrict, Khao Chaison
District, Phatthalung Province, in the fiscal year 2023, the project focused on knowledge management
and technology transfer for sustainable utilization of bighead catfish resources and upgrading
products for commercial purposes. The project aimed to establish sustainable resource utilization

practices for bighead catfish within the community.
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Kryptopterus Vitreolus: Thaksin University and Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Project

Thaksin University developed methods and technology for the cultivation of Kryptopterus
vitreolus in hatcheries to conserves the species and maintains the balance of aquatic ecosystems.
The research also includes analyzing the natural feeding behavior of Kryptopterus vitreolus to
develop an appropriate formulated feed that promotes healthy growth in hatcheries. The results of
this research will create a positive impact on marine resource conservation by reducing the capture
of Kryptopterus vitreolus from the wild, helping to restore natural fish populations to sustainable
levels.

The activity of releasing Kryptopterus vitreolus back to its habitat was held on the 55"
anniversary of the founding of Thaksin University. This activity aimed to promote the breeding and
increase the population of Kryptopterus vitreolus in natural water sources, in collaboration with Khok
Muang Subdistrict Municipality. This project was conducted under the Plant Genetic Conservation
Project initiated by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
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